From: Peter Anderson

To: Evan Maxim

Cc: Gordon Ahalt; rduchainel7@gmail.com; londonimplant@gmail.com; garysallyhirst@gmail.com
Subject: CAO015-001 2004 Weber letter

Date: Friday, September 2, 2016 8:10:59 PM

Attachments: Weber 2004 letter.jpg

RE: CAO15-001; SEP 15-001

Dear Mr. Maxim,

As | mentioned to you in your telephone conversation, | am now in the process of reviewing
the various documents that the City provided in our information request. | have just reviewed the
two letters from James G. Weber in the City’s electronic file. | do have in my own file another letter
from Mr. Weber which he wrote to the City principal planner on July 6, 2004. This letter, written 15
years ago, contains some additional details that | did not find in his two recent letters. For example,
the 2004 letter states: “A visit to the site in April 2000 found that the supposedly benign creek
had washed out the three holding dams that the city had constructed. There were big washouts
below in the area of the proposed building site. One area of the creek bed had a washout
approximately 6 feet deep and 8 feet across. Another area had a washout 4 to 6 feet deep and
15-20 feet across.” The City may already have this letter in its 2004 file. However, | thought that |
would bring this letter to your attention in the event you have not already seen it. Our
neighborhood is continuing its review and will be communicating with you further. Thank you so
much for your willingness to listen to our concerns. Peter Anderson
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Gabe Snedeker, AICP July 6, 2004

Principal Planner James G and Walda P Weber
Development Services Group 9208 SE 57" Street
City of Mercer Island Mercer Island, WA 98040

9611 SE 36™ Street
Mercer Island, WA 98040

Subject: VAR04-008 (SEP04-009) Applicant: Ned Nelson, AIA for Megan and Clay March
Location of Property: 5637 East Mercer Way
Dear Mr. Gabe Snedeker;

We request that the City of Mercer Island Development Services Group deny the subject critical area variance request which would result in
approximately 75% of the wetlands on the property at 5637 East Mercer Way being destroyed or adversely impacted.

The area of the wetlands has been a wetland for many years. In the 1960’s and 1970’s, there was a small pond on the site that was
surrounded by a marshy swamp area. Over the past 40 years, the hillside to the south has been gradually eroding and has filled in the pond
leaving this area as a sloping-bog type wetland. This wetland serves as a holding area for the ground water that seeps year around from the
base of the steep slope at the south edge of the property. Any change to this will very likely adversely affect the hillside property to the
south above the site and increase the water runoff risks to the property owners in the watercourse below East Mercer Way even though a
detention vault is planned.

Lot A, the proposed building site, was created by a Short Plat in 1977. I have talked with State Senator Jim Horn (former City of Mercer
Island Mayor and Councilman), and several other individuals that were involved in the City government during that same general time
period. They advised me that the lot in the Short Plat was sized extra large because of the very dangerous topography and the very large
portion of wetland in the lot. The lot was considered too hazardous for a residence because of the water runoff and landslide potential. Only
part of the lot was considered to be appropriate for any building. The approval of the Short Plat was based on the planned construction of
only an uninhabited 20 x 25 foot garage and a driveway. The Plat required that the “natural drainage channels as shown on the north and
south end shall not be disturbed in any manner”. This information was available to the applicants at the time of their purchase of the
property in 1999. The risks of building there were well known.. The request for a variance now is totally out of line as it is one of only a
few wetlands on Mercer Island and in area where the destruction of the wetlands can impact the surrounding areas in a very hazardous way.

The ravine where the property is located has had a long history of adverse water runoff, hillside erosion and landslides. These incidents
occur infrequently, probably only once or twice every 20 or 30 years, but are very disastrous when they do occur.

A very serious water runoff problem occurred in the late 1970’s or early 1980’s. The city was deemed responsible and had to spend a
considerable amount of money to stabilize the hillside and to reduce the flow rates of the stream during heavy rain periods. The city built 3
check dams along the upper part of the ravine and private citizens built a holding dam further up the ravine to stabilize their property. A
visit to the site in April 2000 found that the supposedly benign creek had washed out the three holding dams the city had constructed. There
were big washouts below in the area of the proposed building site. One area of the creek bed had a washout approximately 6 feet deep and
8 feet across. Another area had a washout 4 to 6 feet deep and 15-20 feet across.

The city-owned greenbelt on the north side of the property has had a long history of instability. A major landslide occurred on the northern
part of this hill about 7 years ago. Property at the top of the hill (5428 Parkwood Lane) in the upper area of the ravine hillside has
experienced slippage problems. A small landslide occurred on the north side of the ravine below East Mercer Way in the 1999-2000
period. In the 1969-1970 period, there was a road from East Mercer up the north side of the ravine to the Parkwood area that could be
driven by a pickup truck or an army jeep. Since then, this city owned hillside has slipped considerably and has covered over the old road
completely in some areas and mostly in all areas. The potential of a major landslide, or a gradual erosion of this city-owned greenbelt
ravine hillside onto to the proposed site is such a hazard that no building should be allowed.

The lower part of the hillside to the south of the property has continuously seeped water into the wetland area and has also gradually eroded
down into the proposed site. There are trees on the hillside that could fall on any house built there during one of the major wind storms that
occur in the fall and spring each year or any earthquake. Any excavation or construction could destabilize the hillside causing damage to
(a) the tree root systems resulting in their dying or falling on the proposed residence and (b)the natural water flow resulting in landslides
damaging the proposed house and affecting the property above the hill side. This site is similar to a site further south on East Mercer Way
(The Vadocz residence in Tarywood Park) that had major problems for the city and surrounding landowners.

In 2000, a plan to build 2 houses on this land was proposed. City Councilmen Sven Goldmanis, E. L. Jahnke and Dan Grause visited the
site at that time and considered it to be too great a wetland to destroy, a site too hazardous for construction of residences, and a major risk to
the city in the event of a landslide of the city-owned greenbelt or a major water runoff from the creek running through the property.

Because of the conditions and hazards identified above, it is requested that the application for a variance be denied.

Sincerely,
James G Weber and Walda P Weber




